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Allowable Subject Matter 
If ?|f |l- V GlaiiMs; 13-15 and 17-30 are allowed. 

I ^ : 'v' ' ^ ;j 

Wnh reQQrds k) claims 13, 28. and 29 : 

. • The above claims are found to be allowable because of the "longitudinal slit (in 




j^^fe; 4 • which a slit is a long narrow cut or opening, under which a hole qualifies) extends 
M i * from above to below a range of motion of the second connecting element". Since 
{ the slit; /Tiusf be disposed longitudinally and must extend from above and below 




*|J:^piJ ^ of motion of the second connecting element, these claims and the . 

fll^! "i . claims that depend from them are found to be allowable over the prior art found 
; atthiistime. 
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^^K^' V^'^^^f^"'^ concerning this communication or earlier communications 



^^^rQm the ex^ should be directed to John R. Olszewski whose telephone 
l^^fehumb^ 571-272-2706. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 5:30AM- 
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I^r the orgam^ where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 





I^pplication/Control Number: 10/520,428 Page 3 

l^fi Unit- 36.1^ ' 

^ '. ' ■ ■ '■ ' ),■ 

it t ^ Irifonjiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
^Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
lujblished af)(ilifcatto may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR, 
fl^tatus informiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
I'l^dr more irif^ about the PAIR system, see http://pajr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 



^Buisiriess^Ge^^ (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
^JSPTQ'GustOrher Service Representative or access to the automated information 




